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involuntary  irruption of  unconscious contents into con-
sciousness.
We must differentiate between active and passive
phantasy. Active phantasies arc called forth by intuition,
i.e. by an attitude directed to the perception of unconscious
contents in which the libido immediately invests all the
elements emerging from the unconscious, and, by means of
association with parallel material, brings them to definition
and plastic form. Passive phantasies without any antecedent
or accompanying intuitive attitude appear from the outset
in plastic form in the presence of a wholly passive attitude
on the part of the cognizing subject, Such phantasies
belong to the category of psychic " automatismes " (Janet),
Naturally these latter can occur only as the result of a
relative dissociation of the psyche, since their occurrence
presupposes the withdrawal of an essential sum of energy
from conscious control with a corresponding activation of
unconscious material, Thus the vision of Saul presupposes
an unconscious acceptance of Christianity, though the fact
had escaped his conscious insight.
It is probable that passive phantasy always springs from
an unconscious process antithetically related to conscious-
ness, but one which assembles approximately the same
amount of energy as the conscious attitxide, whence also
its capacity for breaking through the latter's resistance,
Active phantasy, on the contrary, owes its existence
not merely to a onesided, intensive, and antithetic uncon-
scious process, but just as much to the propensity of the
conscious attitude for taking up the indications or fragments
of relatively lightly-toned unconscious associations, and
developing them into complete plasticity by association
with parallel elements. In the case of active phantasy,
then, it is not necessarily a question of a dissociated
psychic state, but rather of a positive participation of
consciousness.